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OAK BLUFF'S HOUSING FUTURE

OAK BLUFFS HAS THE LARGEST 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION ON 

THE ISLAND

27% of the year-round population 
of Martha’s Vineyard (4,599 residents)

WHO LIVES IN OAK BLUFFS?
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER YOUTH AND WORKING 
AGE ADULTS, AND MORE OLDER 

ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035
65+

years 14% 25% 30%

20–64
years 61% 50% 53%

Oak Blu�s’ year-round population 
has signi�cantly grown and may 

grow at a rate almost three times 
higher than any other Island town 
– adding close to 1,400 year-round 
residents between 2010 and 2035.

2010 US Census and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

OVERALL, YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME THAN COUNTY-WIDE

Though older adults in Oak Blu�s have signi�cantly 
lower median income than county-wide and the 

lowest island-wide.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

Oak Blu�sDukes County*

$7
3,

31
0 $9

3,
93

8

$7
4,1

88

$9
6,

54
3

$2
9,

44
0

$4
1,

87
5 $6

5,
51

8

$8
0,

22
5

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY INCREASE THE MOST OF ALL 

ISLAND COMMUNITIES

Island-wide: 12% increaseOak Blu�s: 30% increase

Oak Blu�s’ year-round population is expected 
to increase from 4,527 in 2010 to 5,904 in 2035.

0–19
years 25% 17%25%

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Source:  2010-14 ACS

OAK BLUFFS IS THE ONLY TOWN WHERE 
BOTH HOUSEHOLD SIZE AND ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS ARE INCREASING

OAK BLUFFS 2000 2014

2.33 2.47
1,590 1,824Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.

25–44
years

under 
25 years

45–64
years

65 years
& older

all
households

Oak Bluffs community members envision that in 2027 the community will continue to 
value its diversity, safe and historic neighborhoods, rich recreational assets, waterfront 
views, vibrancy as a tourist destination, and highly-engaged year-round population. Recog-
nized as the Island’s hub, this walkable and bikeable community will make great strides in 
creating greater housing options that balance the needs of all year-round residents more 
equitably, including low/moderate-income households. The Oak Bluffs community hopes 
that all Island towns will work together to help create affordable workforce housing in 
Oak Bluffs, which is critical to supporting the regional resources, such as the hospital, re-
gional high school, Community Services, and the YMCA.

Through thoughtful, sustainable housing devel-
opment, resource allocation, and expanded in-
frastructure capacity, including public sewer, the 
town will carefully managed its growth as one 
of the largest and most vibrant of the Island's 
towns. Community members envision that 
Oak Bluffs will increase the diversity of housing 
choice in the community with the creation of 
intergenerational apartment complexes in key 
areas of town; in-law apartments; year-round 
affordable rental units; townhouses; condomini-
ums; and mixed-use "top-of-the-shop" buildings 
in commercial areas. 

CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)

WHO LIVES IN CHILMARK?
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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Community members hope that the town will support and encourage affordable housing by cre-
ating new tax incentives, updating zoning, and working collaboratively to lobby for a new Vineyard 
Housing Bank, modeled after the Martha's Vineyard Land Bank.  Community members envision 
conversions of larger homes to multi-family units; the building of smaller homes, including micro 
houses; development of cluster housing and cohousing on larger properties; and that older homes 
will be kept-up through a well-funded housing rehab program for low/moderate-income home-
owners. 

The purpose of these efforts to expand housing options will be to support and enhance the com-
munity's diversity and provide more affordable year-round housing options for community mem-
bers including adult children who couldn't otherwise afford to live in the community where they 
were raised. 
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