
WORKING DRAFT BASED ON COMMUNITY INPUT AT HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN SEPTEMBER 2016 WORKSHOPS 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD HOUSING FUTURE

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

All ACS data are based on samples and subject to variability.

PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE: BROOKLINE’S 
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

MARTHA’S
VINEYARD

WHO LIVES ON 
MARTHA’S VINEYARD?

Population projections estimate overall growth 
of 12% on the Island between 2010-2035, 

although population growth is not expected to 
be equal across the Island. By 2035, Oak Blu�s' 

year-round population is expected to grow 30% 
and Aquinnah's to shrink 38%. Across the Island, 

the over 65 population will grow the most, 
more than projected growth of this age group 

in both the state and the country.
Source: 2010 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION MAY GROW BY 
12% WHILE THE CAPE AND 

ISLANDS REGION MAY SHRINK

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

Island-Wide: 12% increase

Cape & Islands: 10% decrease

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED 
YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING 

WHILE HOUSEHOLD SIZE IS GROWING

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS
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OLDER ADULTS TEND TO HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY 
LOWER INCOMES ON THE ISLAND, AS WELL AS 

IN THE COUNTY AND STATE 
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

GROWTH IN OLDER ADULTS AND 
DECLINE IN WORKING-AGE ADULTS 

AND YOUTH MAY SIGNIFICANTLY 
ALTER THE CHARACTER OF THE 

ISLAND BY 2035

THE ISLAND’S YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION

16,814 residents 
live on Martha’s Vineyard year-round 

Source:  2010-14 ACS 

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Aquinnah: 2%

Chilmark: 5%

Edgartown: 26%

Oak Blu�s: 27%

Tisbury: 24%

West Tisbury: 16%

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  
UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

65+
years 14% 21% 29%

20–64
years 61% 61% 52%

0–19
years 25% 18% 19%

2000 2014 2035

Anticipated growth in the over 65 population in combina-
tion with this group's lower median income could have 

signi�cant impact on the Island's economy.

Workshop participants envision that in 2027 Martha's Vineyard will still be treasured by 
residents and visitors for its pristine natural landscapes, unsurpassed scenic views, historic 
charm, and unique mix of communities with the feeling of both town and country. Island 
residents will continue to form a multi-faceted, diverse community with an easy, friendly 
vibe and strong, community-minded spirit. Residents will continue to value the Vineyard's 
relaxed pace and peaceful lifestyle, quality schools, opportunities to enjoy nature, and the 
Island as an isolated safe-haven with easy access to the world beyond.  Increased housing 
options will provide greater opportunities for residents of all ages and income levels to live 
on the Island year-round and help sustain the Vineyard as a welcoming, supportive, and 
unique place.

Workshop participants hope that the Island com-
munities will embrace Island-wide solutions to ad-
dress the Vineyard's housing needs and that collab-
orative efforts will include cost-sharing to support 
the services and infrastructure needed to create 
new housing - schools, wastewater treatment, drink-
ing water supply, roads, as well as environmental and 
water quality protection. Affordable housing and di-
verse housing options will be scattered throughout 
all communities, but in different forms to reinforce 
and enhance each community's unique identity 
and character.  In addition, dormitory-style housing 
will be provided in key locations to house seasonal 

employees, which will help to increase the availability of year-round housing on the Island, while sup-
porting the Vineyard's important tourism economy. 

Community members hope that Up-Island towns will provide housing options that preserve the 
rural small-town feel and scenic vistas through alternative site planning including clustered, cohousing, 
and tiny/micro houses. In addition, the Up-Island towns will foster creative conversion of large older 
homes to multi-family apartments, creation of more accessory apartments, and expansion of Aquin-
nah's town center and West Tisbury's village centers with small-scale mixed-use and residential devel-
opment.  

Community members hope that Down-Island towns, which have greater infrastructure and services, 
will embrace well-designed and carefully located multi-family apartments in keeping with neighbor-
hood character and historic integrity of the community, as well as duplexes, accessory apartments, 

CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)

WHO LIVES IN CHILMARK?
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FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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and mixed-use "top-of-the-shop" developments to enhance the vibrancy and health of commercial 
areas.

In addition, as the Island population is expected to continue to age, regional efforts will help cre-
ate housing options to support aging on the Island including smaller units for older adults looking 
to downsize, service-enriched independent and assisted living facilities, as well as multi-generational 
housing options.  

The community hopes that, by working together, the Island can successfully lobby for the establish-
ment of a Vineyard Housing Bank (modeled after the Martha's Vineyard Land Bank), or develop some 
other revenue stream, that will generate funds to primarily support the creation of affordable year-
round rental housing on the Island. In addition, the Island communities will work together to pool 
local Community Preservation Act funds to create affordable year-round rental housing on the Island.


