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CHILMARK'S HOUSING FUTURE
CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 

YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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Chilmark community members envision that in 2027 the community will retain a strong 
sense of history and continuity with its past. Its many caring and involved residents will 
include those that have substantial roots in the community and newcomers. Chilmark's 
residents will benefit from the diverse and innovative affordable housing options devel-
oped over the decade. Residents will continue to value the rural village character and 
lifestyle of Chilmark, as well as its beautiful landscapes, beaches, and strong sense of com-
munity. 

New small multi-family rental developments, 
which are are designed to serve year-round 
residents including young families, workers, 
and the elderly, will help increase the diversity 
of the population in Chilmark. This diversity 
will also be due, in part, to more varied and 
innovative affordable housing options includ-
ing small clusters of cohousing with shared 
services that will be surrounded by open 
space and working farms. 

A few small well-designed and inconspicuous 
multi-family rental housing developments on 
large residential parcels will be attractive addi-
tions to the community providing year-round 
apartments at modest prices, as will the hand-
ful of large older homes that will be tastefully 

converted to multi-family buildings. These housing options will be an asset to the community and 
will accommodate multi-generational residents including older adults wishing to downsize.

The town will foster housing development on town-owned land, acquire developable lots for hous-
ing, and actively foster the creation of more diverse housing options through tax incentives, zoning 
updates, and partnerships with organizations such as the Martha's Vineyard Land Bank. 

In addition, the town, through updated zoning, will encourage the conversion of key properties to 
small multi-family units to respond to the need for seasonal workforce housing. 
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