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AQUINNAH'S HOUSING FUTURE 

2000

AQUINNAH HAS A VERY SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

2% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (363 residents)

WHO LIVES IN AQUINNAH?
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e year-round population: 16,814

Aquinnah has the most racially diverse 
year-round population on the Island, which 

was estimated to be about 27% Native 
American in 2014. However, the Native 

American population decreased from about 
126 in 2000 to an estimated 99 in 2014.

(Note: this does not include population indicating 
two or more races.)

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED 
YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING 

WHILE HOUSEHOLD SIZE IS GROWING

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

SIMILAR TO THE COUNTY TREND, OLDER 
ADULTS IN AQUINNAH TEND TO HAVE 

LOWER HOUSEHOLD INCOME

AquinnahDukes County*
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Aquinnah's median income for all households is about 
the same as the county's.

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

MARKED GROWTH IN THE OLDER 
ADULT POPULATION AND 

DECREASE IN YOUTH BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2014 2035
65+

years 10% 10% 50%

20–64
years 62% 68% 44%

0–19
years 28% 22% 6%

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

Island-wide: 12% increase

Aquinnah: 38% decrease

Aquinnah’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 311 in 2010 to 194 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Source:  2010-14 ACS

AQUINNAH 2000 2014

2.44 3.03
141 120Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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CHILMARK HAS A SMALL 
YEAR-ROUND POPULATION

5% of the year-round population of 
Martha’s Vineyard (905 residents)

WHO LIVES IN CHILMARK?
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e year-round population: 16,814

FEWER WORKING-AGE ADULTS 
AND MORE OLDER ADULTS BY 2035

Source: 2000 US Census, 2010-2014 ACS, and  UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

2000 2014 2035

20–64
years 59% 62% 49%

0–19
years 21% 16% 17%

65+
years 20% 22% 34%

Chilmark’s year-round population is 
a bit older than the Island’s overall 

with fewer children and more adults 
age 65 and over as a percentage of 

total population. It is expected that 
the community's older population 

will continue to grow.
Source: 2010-2014 ACS and UMass Donahue Institute Population Projections

Source: 2000 US Census and 2010-2014 ACS

YEAR-ROUND HOUSEHOLDS HAVE 
HIGHER INCOME OVERALL COMPARED 

WITH THE COUNTY

ChilmarkDukes County*
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MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOMES:

Source: 2010 US Census and UMass 
Donahue Institute Population Projections

THE YEAR-ROUND POPULATION 
MAY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASE

PROJECTED YEAR-ROUND 
POPULATION FROM 2010 TO 2035:

Island-wide: 12% increase

Chilmark: 17% decrease

Chilmarks’s year-round population is expected 
to drop from 866 in 2010 to 718 in 2035.

Source: 2010-2014 ACS

J M Goldson

Chilmark’s older adult population is estimated to have a 
median income 45% higher than the county’s older adult 
population. Chilmark had the highest median income for 

this age group on the Island.

Source:  2010-14 ACS

THE NUMBER OF ESTIMATED YEAR-ROUND 
HOUSEHOLDS IS DECREASING WHILE HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE IS GROWING

CHILMARK 2000 2014

2.21 2.93
382 307Number of Households

Household Size

*Dukes County includes all the towns on the Island
 and the Town of Gosnold

ACS data are estimates based on samples 
and subject to variability.
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Aquinnah residents envision that in 2027 the town will be a safe, quiet, close-knit com-
munity with a vibrant town center and an ample supply of year-round housing for its 
multicultural population. Residents old and new will value the town’s wild scenic beauty, 
peacefulness, and feeling of privacy, while appreciating the modest new residential op-
tions in town center that help to foster and sustain Aquinnah’s small-town feel and strong 
sense of neighborly connection. Seasonal and year-round residents alike will be engaged 
in the preservation of the town’s rural nature and natural environment and provide re-
sources that support the community’s continued housing needs. 

The town will allow smaller lot sizes in certain 
areas and increase affordable housing to serve 
the needs of small families, single people, and 
the elderly. Tribal and town governments will 
work cooperatively to foster a strong and car-
ing community in this diverse island town.

Over the upcoming decade, the community will 
make great strides in creating a walkable town 
center with a mix of uses including town offic-
es, local businesses, and residences. These new 
residences, which are envisioned to consist of 
smaller houses on smaller lots, would provide 
housing options for people of all ages seeking a 
vibrant, walkable area to live.

New developments of cluster housing and cohousing (like Island Cohousing) with well-designed 
cottage-style homes, townhouses, and duplexes will preserve open space and scenic views. Resi-
dents will be proud of these new developments for their sensitivity to Aquinnah's natural beauty 
and ability to enhance the sense of community among residents.

Some residents will create year-round affordable accessory apartments and some owner-occupied 
duplexes will include an affordable unit.  To provide housing opportunities for households with a 
range of incomes, affordable housing will also be integrated into the new town center area and will 
help to serve a broader need beyond the existing affordable housing. 
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