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DESCRIPTION

The West Chop Club Historic District islocated in the town of Tisbury approximately two miles north of
the village of Vineyard Haven. The district occupies about 17 acres on the northemmost point of
Marthas Vineyard, a the terminus of West Chop, abroad peninsula that frames the westem shore of
Vineyard Haven Harbor. The West Chop Club Historic District encoinpasses buildings and recreetiona
facilities located on Iroquois Avenue between Main and Franklin stregts on level terrain ebove the beech,
aswell as one section of the club's approximately 2,000-foot-long beach property facing Vineyard Sound.
The West Chop Club Historic District's contributing resources condst of five buildings, and four
dructures. The contributing structures are an historic pier, Jetty, and two tennis courts. Also included
within the district boundaries are noncontributing modern dements two staff quarter buildings, three
tennis courts, a playground, two benches, and aflagpole. Both contributing and noncontributing resources
are listed on the district data sheet included with this nomination.

The four primary buildings and the pier in the Wes Chop Club Higtoric District were congtructed
between 1889 and 1900 as part of the devdopment of the Wes Chop area by the West Chop Land
Company. The Wes Chop Trust purchased the four major buildings that comprise the West Chop Club
Higtoric Digtrict, dong with the assodated land and piers from the failed West Chop Land Company in
1911. The Wes Chop Club is aprivate membership club, esablished by the West Chop Trust in the
1960s

In addition to the core land and resources included in this nomination, the West Chop Club owns
additiona beachfront on Vineyard Haven Harbor with Middle Fier and Little Pier, as well as afew amdl
parcds of inland property. These properties are not contiguous to the proposed historic district.
However, they could be included in afuturelarger higtoric district a West Chop encompassing more of
the 19* and early 20* century resdences under multiple ownership.

Wes Chop isone of two peninsulas, dong with Eagt Chop, that flank Vineyard Haven Harbor, with
Vineyard Haven village nestled a the south end of the harbor. West Chop isawooded and goarsdy
sttled areawith large mature trees, surrounded by narrow, rocky beeches on three Sdes Housss
condructed in the late 19" and 20* centuries are concentrated primarily in and around the West Chop
Club Higtoric Digtrict a the northem tip of Wes Chop, where the neighborhood of narrow curving roeds
reflects the original layout of this summer community in the late 19* century. Reddencesare d<o
scattered dong Main Street (also known as West Chop Road), which extends from Vineyard Haven up
the eedt shore, around the northtip, and down the western shore of West Chop, and on Franklin Stregt
running north to south in the center of the peninsula. Thefirst permanent structure on the peninsula, the
Wes Chop Lighthouse erected in 1817 (NR 1987), dts on the eest shore of West Chop adjacent to, but
outsde the West Chop Club Historic District. The Minks Meadow Golf Course occupies mog of the
outhwest quadrant of West Chop, dso outside the district.

(continued)
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The West Chop Club Historic District is characterized by narrow, curving roads, dense tree cover,
architecturally harmonious wood-frame buildings, and an intimate scale which contrasts with the open
beach on the edge of Vineyard Sound. The Wes Chop Club buildings, both contributing and
noncontributing, that comprise the West Chop Club Historic District shareacommondlity of meaterids
and design. Thefollowing narrative describes all the resourcesin the district. The resources discussed ae
contributing unless otherwise sated.

The Cedars (Map 1, photos 1,2,.3)

The Cedars & 187 Iroquois Avenue, condructed ca. 1888, isalarge, 2/2-dory, cross-gable. Shingle-style
building & the southeast corner of the intersection of Main Strest and Iroquois Avenue. The building Sts
on aleve lot landscgped with grass shrubs, and mature Atlantic White Cedar treesfor which it isnamed.

Themain block of the building hes asde gable form oriented roughly north-south, with a crass-geble
roofed ell oriented eed-west. The cross gable is articulated on the main block of The Cedars as awall
dormer on the north elevation. The north devation of the cross-gable el has two roof dormers, each of
which conggs of two small, Seeply pitched gable roofs. The south devation of the cross-gable el dso
hes two roof dormers, one of which hes two small, gegply pitched gable roofs and the other that hes three
geble roofs. Theroof is shesthed in white cedar shingles that gpopear to have been treated, except for a
semi-octagond porch section a the southwest corner of the building, the roof of which iscovered in
danding-seam metd materid. The gutters and downspouts are galvanized ged and atached tothe
building usng gavanized hardware. Aninterior, brick chimney projectsfrom the ridge of the main block.

The building, which underwent renovations after afirein 1977 and again in the late 1990s fedtures a
rectangular main block embdlished with flared shingle courses a each story. The building islikely
congructed using balloon-frame techniques from the late 19 century. Inthe besemant of The Cedars,
pegged structura members are visible in severd locations. The walls of The Cedars ae shesthed in
weethered white cedar shingles of various Szesthat have been laid in arandom pattern. Much of the
exterior triin of The Cedars is matching wegthered cedar, dthough white pine that hes been painted
green isdso usad. Gavanized ged drip cgp materids are usd a thetop of al the windows and doorsto
protect them from the wegther, likely becauseof The Cedars' relatively short digance from Vineyard
Sound.

The open porch on the south (Iroquois Avenue) devation has Smple square pogts, condructed of
weethered cedar, gepsto ground level on all sdes, and awhedchair ramp congtructed of poured concrete
with gone and shell aggregate a the southwest corner. There are two amadl handrails in the center of the
south eevation congtructed of white cedar, with square baluders and a square newd pog with pyramida
cap and flat, rectangular grab rails. The porch deck is condructed of white cedar planks with asmadll
goacing, while the ceiling isbuiU of 2-inch tongue-and-groove headboard.

(continued)
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The primary entrance of The Cedars, on the south (Iroquois Avenue) facade, features alower wooden
portion conssting of two fielded pands and an upper glass section with one diamond-shgped panein the
center, surrounded by four polygond glass panes with wood trim, which form a square ass awhole. The
2"- thick wood door is mounted using brass hardweare and hinges, and isflankedby a smple screen door
with two rectangular soreen pands. The west devation hes two satsof single-light platen glass French
doors centered in the bracketed roof overhang that formsaamal exterior deck, while the eest elevation
hes asngle s of identicd doors, dso centered within the overhang roof, with geps to ground level.
There isasingle fire door a the besemant leve of the north devation, with sone segps to ground leve,
and asmdl donewall surrounding it.

Thewes devation features aone-gory, integra porchwith plain wood postsand no rail. Located
directly above isan oversized, gable-roof dormer that features an integral deck with wood railflankedby
12/2 double-hung sseh windows. On thethird floor there isawindow with around fanlight,flankedby
shutters centered within the wall dormer. The south eevation of the building is notable for its hipped-
roof overhang, smilar to that found on the north devation, and irregular window placement. Fenedration
on the remainder of the building conggts of sngle 12/2 windows and single and rows of awvning saeh,
pivot, and casament 6-light sash.

All of the windows of The Cedars gppear to have been replaced over time. The majority of the windows
of the building are wood double-hung replacement sseh manufactured by Pella, which maich the original
12/2 windows of the structure. The eest evation of the building is embelished with irregularly placed
window openings and arow of three avning-sash, 6-light windows initsgable end. The facade (north
eevation) features a hipped-roof overhang a the first story supported by shingled brackets. The overhang
shdlters an arcaded, integral porch on the eest end of the north levation. At the west end of the facedeis
aone-gory, hip-roof, endosed vestibule. The Cedars is congructed on afoundation conssting of laid
rubblestone, with retrofitted poured and formed concrete in severd sections, added in the 1990s

The Cottage (Map 2, phato 4)

The Cottage & 187 Iroquois Avenueis located directly eest of The Cedars and west of The Casino, st
back from the road approximately 150 feet. Reportedly, thiswas an outbuilding that was condructed ca
1888 and was moved to the present dte fromitsorigina location neer the "Big Pier" a the foot of Main
Street about 1911. Thissmal and smple rectangular, one-story  Shingle Style building conssts of two
digtinct parts: a square section with adightly convex pyramida hipped roof, and arectangular section
with adde gable roof that may be alater addition. Theroofsare built of wood frame with asphdt shingle
sheething and asmple pine cornicewith  round-over detailing.

Thewalls are wood frame construction and sheathed in westhered white cedar, which gppears to be
untreated. The corner trim and the flat wood surrounds of the windows and doors are painted pine. A

(continued)
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amal wooden deck built a ground level of the west devation of the cottage provides alanding for the
only entranceto the structure. The front entrance condsts of paired wood and glass doors, eech
conggting of two vertical fielded pands on the bottom and nine fixed rectangular lightson the top. The
windows are 66 double-hung wooden saeh, except asingle oval fixed window on the eedt facade. There
are two double-hung saeh on the south facade, one on the west facade and one window and apair of
outdoor showerson the north facade. The building is built upon concrete pier footings.

The Casino (Map 3, photos5, 6)

The Casno & 167 Iroquois Avenue is alarge, two-story, gambrd-roof, L-shagped; Shingle Style building
that isremarkably well preserved and gopears on the exterior today much as it did when iswes
condructed ca 1839. The 1914 Sanborn map shows that the building included both reer dls (dthough the
larger el islisted as being one story) and the bay window. The building is st back gpproximatdy 20 feet
from Iroquois Avenue on aleve lot that includes paved tennis courts endosed by atall chain-link fence
to the est of the building.

The building'smain block hes a sde-gambrd roof and a south-facing facade. The gambrd roof of the
main block of The Casino isdigtinctive, gopearing as anorma dde gambrd roof looking a the west
elevation. However, the eedt eevation festures agambre dhgpe on the south Sde of theridge, and a
draight geble on the north dde of the ridge, leading to the crass gable of the rear ell. The gambrd roof is
framed usng an all common rafter sysem. A one-gory, hip-roof, full porch goans the south facade of the
building. Two gable-roof dormers project from the front roof dope of the building. A one-dory, five-
dded bay window with apolygond roof is located on the west elevation of the main block. A two-gory,
gable-roof, angle-bay ell projects froin the west dde of the rear (north) elevation of the main block. A
smadl, one-gory, hip-roof, angle-bay €l islocaed onthe north end of the two-story ell. Theroofsae
built up of wood framing and shesthed in modern agphdt shingle materias.

The Cadno iscongructed of typical baloon-frame congtruction of the late 19* century and shegthed in
white cedar shingles. The main two-story block of The Casino is open to the roof, with no sscond floor
framing. Three large rectangular rafters run north-south within this open goace, and are tied together and
to the roof framingusing sted cabling. The south facade hipped- roof porch festures ashingled railing
and rectangular shingled columns. The deck of the porch is condructed of rectangular concrete paving
dones The gutters and downgpouts of The Casino ae aluminum.

The primary entranceto The Casino isa st of inwardly swinging hinged doors of wood construction.

The lower portion of the door condgs of asingle, horizonta fiel dedpand with an upper section of twelve

fixed rectangular lightsof rolled glassdivided by dender wooden muntins. Six setsof paired, ten-light
(continued)



NPS Fomi 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places West Chop Club Historic District
Continuation Sheet Tisbury (Dukes), MA
Section number 7 Page 5

The Casino iscongtructed of typica balloon-frame condruction of the late 19* century and sheathed in
white cedar shingles The maintwo-story block of The Casino isopen to the roof, with no second floor
framing. Three large rectangular raftersrun north-south within this open goace, and are tied together and
to the roof framing using sed cabling. The south facede hipped- roof porch fegtures a shingledrailing
and rectangular shingled columns. The deck of the porch is congtructed of rectangular concrete paving
dones The gutters and downspouts of The Casino are duminum.

The primary entranceto The Casino isasa of inwardly swinging hinged doors of wood construction.
The lower portion of the door condgsts of asingle, horizonta fielded pand with an upper section of twelve
fixed rectangular lights of rolled glassdivided by dender wooden muntins. Six setsof paired, ten-light
doors extend acrossthe et devation of the building. On the west eevation, there are three entry doors,
two onthe first floor and one on the sscond floor acoessed by a draight run of wooden steps. A first-floor
wooden entrance door with asingle undivided paneof glassislocated a the northwest comer of the main
block. The doors a the entrance to the second-floor gpartment (at the southwest comer of the ell) and the
rear first-floor entry (at the northwest corner of the ell) are solid pine six-pand doors that may be later
replacaments.

Fenedration on the main block of the building conssts of sngle and paired 12/2 wooden double-hung
sseh windows, except for two windows on the south facade of the main block that are 12/1 wooden
double-hung sash. The windows of the main block gpopeer to be original sash, basad on their congruction
and the presence of historic rolled-glass panes Fenedration onthe el iscomprised of single and paired
&/6 and &8 wooden double-hung seeh windows. The Casino dts on afoundation of granite piersthat are
creened by wooden trim. The porch of The Casino has been recongructed on aconcrete foundation in
the 1990s

The West Chop Inn (Map 4, photos7, 8)

The West Chop Inn a 162 Iroquois Avenue, alarge, two-story, T-sheped, Shingle Style building
comprised of two distinct sections: arectangular, hip-roof block st perpendicular to the dreet (roughly
oriented eeg-west), and along rectangular, gable-roof block st pardld to the dreet (roughly oriented
north-south). The core of the West Chop | nn was condructed in 1892, with later additions and
dterations. The hip-roof block fegtures a 1-dory, hip-roof wraparound porch that continues along the
north 9de ofthe gable-roof block. Theroofsof the West Chop I nn are congructed of wood and
sheathed in modern asphdt shingles.

Thewalls oftheWest Chop | nn are congtructed of balloon-frame construction and sheethed in white
ocaedar shingles. On both blocks of the West Chop I1nn, on the north exposure, there isaflaredshingle
oourse between the first and sscond floors. On the gable roof block, on the northeest comer of the

building, there are three courses of decorative wooden shingles, just ebove the beginning of the flared

(continued)
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shingle courses. These shingles roughly emulate a saw-tooth pattern, with three rectangular blocks of
differing 9zes. These shingles were likely ussd in other aressof the Inn, but remain in thislocation
becauseit is shdtered from the weether. Recent shingle replacement in kind isvisible a certain
locations.

The porches on the north facade feature dternating pyramida and square pods, aplain rail, and vertica
Creening on itsnorth, eedt, and west devations. A st of geps leads up to the porch on the north and
wes devaions, and aramp with asgmplerail provides acoessfrom the eedt. The building's primary
entrance is shdtered within this porch and comprised of paired, outward- swinging wood doors, eech with
two horizonta, rectangular fielded pands and asngle platen- glass fixed pane  Insdethe wood and glass
doors are a st of inward-swinging screen doors, eech of which have two identically szed vertica pands
with differently szed horizontal pands above. The open porch of the West Chop I nn hes afi resprinkler
sydem ad islit by dectric lights with round opaque glass encdlosures. The deck of the porch isbuilt of
pressuretrested wood laid with 45-degree cuts & the porch corners. Flanking the central door onthe
north facade isa s of wooden benches, atached to the face of the building.

An interior brick chimney is located on the eedt roof dope of the hipped roof block. Aninterior brick
chimney rises from the south roof dope of the gable-roofed block. Flat-roof, one-gory, Sngle-bay
porches project from both the eest and west endsof the gable-roofed block. These porches gopear on the
1914 Sanborn map. Both are topped with asmplerail. Fenedration on the building consds of 2/2
wooden double-hung sash windows in rectangular openings. The West Chop Inn is buih upon abrick
pier foundation that is only visible from the south (rear) eevation.

The West Chop Pogt Office (Map 5, photo 9)

Acrossthe gredt, a the northeast corner of the intersection of Iroquois Avenue and Massasoit Avenue,
dandsthe West Chop Post Office a 155 Iroquois Avenue, a I'/z-story, gable-roof building st on a
concrete foundation and shegthed in verticalflushboards.Congructed ca 1900, the West Chop Post
Officeisthe one notable departure from the predominant Shingle Style in the district, having been
designed in the Tudor Reviva style and sheathed in vertical wood siding with half timbering detail. The
roof of the West Chop Post Officeiscondructed of built-up wood materids and shegthed inwhite cedar
shingles. An oversized, gable-roof dormer with half timbering and apair of nine-light casement windows
projectsfrom the et roof dope. A one-gory, flat-roof porch with squarewood supports extends across
the rear evation of the building.

The building isembdlished with decorative half timbering below the gable, which projects dightly from
the south facade. Access into the building is provided by two doors, one on the south elevation and the
other in the second bay of thewest elevation. The entrance on the south eevation is offset and reeched
by two wood geps with asmplewood rail with plain baugers. Fenedtration consgs of nine-light
ca=mant windows st into rectangular surrounds. A row of three windows is located in the southem half

(continued)
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of the eet dlevation of the building. The West Chop Pogt Officeis built upon afoundation of poured and
formed concrete. The Pogt Officeis largely unchanged from itsorigina congtruction, except for the 194
addition of aporchwith whed chair ramp to the rear of the property and the congtruction of a one-
bedroom gpartment in vacant second-floor goece (Town of Tisbury 2005). The foundation of the building
was replaced at that time as well. The building houses the Chop Shop generd store and the post office,
which operate in the summer ssason. The property isowned by the Wes Chop Club.

Staff Quarter Buildings (two non-contributing buildings, Map 6 and 7)

To the est of the West Chop I nn are two one-gory, wood shingle Staff Quarters Buildings, for
seesond employess of the West Chop Club. The Northern Building hes agable roof with pedestrian
entrances on both its eest and north devations. Thisbuilding datesfrom ca 1960 and was expanded with
an additiona four bedrooms in 2000. Fenedration congdts of rows of &/1 wooden double-hung sseh.
The Southern Building hes ashed roof and single-lightfixed-panewindows, and was congructed ca
1990. The southem building features 1/1 wooden double-hung sash.

Big Pier (Map 8, photo 12)

The"Big Pier," asitishistorically known, was condructed ca. 1888 ad is located on Vineyard Sound
off Main Sirest & the foot of Waronco Avenue. The pier isacoessed by an agphdt path and parking area
off Waronco Avenue. The wooden deck of the pier is constructed upon two satsof 16 driven wood
pilings. There isaflat, rectangular wooden plank railing on the left Sde of the pier, and aswvim platform
and geps to the waterline a the end of the pier. Riprap congructed of large boulders hes been added to
the shordline. According to members of the club. The Big Pier ismuch shorter than it was when it was
congtructed, and the pier has been rebuih numerous times to repair damege caused by fall and winter
dorms (Fuller and Cox 1990:55). Preventative mesares are taken a the end of the Wes Chop Club's
Sses0n to minimize the damage inflicted during the off-season.

The Big Pier isthe oldest and one of three piers owned by the West Chop Club. The other two wood
piers were built ca 1900 and are located on the eest Shore of Vineyard Haven Harbor on beachfront
property that is not contiguous with the higtoric district. Although they are not included in this
nomination, they would be digible as part of alarger Wes Chop historic district. The"Middle Fer,"
located off of Main Street a the foot of Miantomo and Massasoit avenues, is accessed by agate ad
wakway. The"Little Fier,"” ds known as Dreper Pier, islocated off Main Stredt, directly south of the
West Chop Lighthouse (NR 1987).

(continued)
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The Jetty (Map 9)

The Jetty isagone sructure located in the water & the shoreline curve between Vineyard Sound on the
west and Vineyard Haven Harbor on the eest. It marks the esstern extent of the West Chop Club's beach
property on Vineyard Sound. Originally aloose tumble of rocks placed here in the first half of the 20*
century, the Jetty's current gppearance with large smooth boulders reflects modificationsin the 1970s
(Fuller and Cox 1990:56).

Flagpole, noncontributing object (Map 10, phato 10)

The Flagpole is located off Main Sirest a the Iroquois Avenue Intersection, directly north of the Cedars,
overlooking Vineyard Sound and Vineyard Haven Harbor. A woodenflagpol ehes been on this Ste snce
the 1930s, but hes reportedly been replaced & leedt three times because of extensve wood rot due to the
exposed location. The exect height and date of the currentflagpol eis unknown. There isan original
undated bronze dedication plague to the memory of Philip Leverett Saltonstall, one of the three original
Trustees of West Chop, a the bese of the flagpol e. The present landscaping, includingflagstonepaving,
fencing, and two Benches, was ingalled in the mid 1970s

Tennis Courts (two contributing stes, Map 11 and 12, photo 13; and three noncontributing Stes.
Map 13, 14, 15

There are five tennis courts within the West Chop Club property. The two earliest, contributing Tennis
Courts datefrom ca 1911 and are located directly west of the West Chop I nn and between The Casino
and the West Chop Pogt Office. These courts are shown on the 1911 Flan of The West Chop Land Trust
(Crowel and Breck 1911) and have aday surface. A tennis professiona was hired by the West Chop
Land Trust as early as 1913 (Fuller and Cox 1990:52). Three modern, noncontributing courts with a
concrete playing surface were congtructed in the 1970s to the south of the West Chop Inn.

Playground (one noncontributing ste. Map 16)

The Playground, established ca. 1990, is located eedt of the West Chop Post Office, on an irregularly
shaped lot a the comer of Iroquois and Massasoit Avenues. The playground is surrounded by a modern,
pressuretreated wooden picket fence with agate and hes a ground surface of dirt and tree bark mulch.

Sevad dides swing sets timber benches, and various pieces of playground equipment are located within
the fenced, landscaped area

Benches (two noncontributing benches. Map 17)
Two conarée and wood Benches ingalled in the lagt 20 yearsare located adjacent to the Flagpole.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare located in the digtrict or in the generd area(within one mile),
dtesmay be present. Environmental characterigtics of the district represent locationd criteria (dope, soil
drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native dtes The district contains
level to moderately doping terraces, knolls, and other landformsin coagtd aresswithin 1,000 feet of
Vineyard Haven Harbor and Vineyard Sound. Soilsin the district are excessvely drained and sandy;
formed inglacid fluvial depogts on glacia outwash plains. In spite of the ebove information, the
potential for locating significant ancient stesin the districtismoderate Residentid congtruction and
rdated recregtiond facilitiesin the district would have adversdy affected the integrity or destroyed mogt
gtesthat were present in the arear Smdler archaeologicd features and isolated artifact distributions may
survive.

A high potential exigs for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. While Wes Chop
wes sdttled in the late 17* century, settlement remained goarse until the 19 century. Only three families
inhabited the areauntil the late 18* and early 19* century. Most of the West Chop areawas used a5 e
padure throughout the period. No extant homes or potentia archaeologica dtes are known for the West
Chop locde until the late 19* century and the devdopment of the areaas a ummer resort. Structurd
evidence may survive a the origina dte of an outbuilding (ca 1888) removed in 1911 from a Ste near
the "Big Pier" a the foot of Main Strest. The outbuilding described above wes incorporated into The
Cottage & 187 Iroquois Ave. Structurd evidence may dso survivefrom recreationd facilities no longer
extant, including boat houses, tennis courts, greenhouses, bathhouses, and a freight house built to sarvice
the Wes Chop community. Archaeologica evidence of occupationa-related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) may dso exist in the district, especidly assodaed with earlier extant buildings. The West Chop
Land Company prohibited shops manufacturing, sables, privies, and the kegping of pigs on land sold for
their devedlopment. Structural evidence of wharves or piers may exist in coastd aress.

(end)
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SIGNIFICANCE

The West Chop Club Historic District issignificant as one oftheearliest, most comprehensive, and best-
preserved examples of a planned summer resort community on Martha's Vineyard. It includespublic
buildings, recreational facilities, and the open gpace along the shore, which together formed the West
Chop Club. Architecturally, the district is notable for itscollection of well-preserved buildings
constructed between 1888 and 1900 in the Shingle and Tudor Revival styles. Itisalso an excellent
example of the late-19* -century seaside resort development that characterized coastal New England inthe
late 19* and early 20* centuries. The West Chop Club Historic District retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials,'workmanship, feeling, and association. The district meets National Register
criteria A and C at the local level inthe areas of architecture, entertainment/recreation, and community
planning and development. The period of significance extends from 1888, with the planning ofthe
community and construction of the first building by the West Chop Land Company, until 1957, the 50-
year National Register eligibility cutoff date.

Early History of West Chop

At the time of European contact, the island of Martha's Vineyard was inhabited by the Algonquin-
speaking Native American Wampanoag tribe. The Wampanoag economy and way of life were based on
agriculture and fishing. The Wampanoag Aquinnah continue to maintain a strong presence on the idand
to the present day. Martha's Vineyard— first settled by Europeans in 1642—received its name from
Bartholomew Gosnold, an English explorer who stopped there in 1602. During the early settlement of
Tisbury, Vineyard Haven was originally known as Holmes Hole (or Homes Hole). It isthe oldest place
name on the Vineyard and is mentioned in records of 1646 that refer to "the easternmost chop of homses
hole," which is now known as East Chop (Banks 1911:4). West Chop was aso referred to as Holmes
Hole Neck. The name"chop" is"a variation of chap, thejaw of avise or clamp. Inthe plural, it signifies
the mouth or entrance of a channel, as the chops of the English Channel."(Banks 1911:3-13) Both East
Chop and West Chop remained unsettled by Europeans until the second half of the 17* century.

In 1641, ThomasMayhew, aresdent of Watertown in Massachusetts Bay Colony, purchased Martha's
Vineyard, Nantucket, and the Elizabeth 1dandsfrom two English hoblemen who had conflicting grantsin
the area (Huntington 1969:9). Sometime before 1664, ThomasL ayton and Peter Tallman, who were
formerly of Portamouth and Newport, Rliode Idand, respectively and who owned land in Edgartown,
purchased West Chop peninsula from two Native Americans, Poketapace and Pesoonquan (Banks
1911:9). Subsequently in a letter dated May 1, 1664, M assachusetts Governor Thomas Mayhew Sr. wrote
to Governor John Winthrop Jr. of Connecticut complaining about the sale without his approval asthe
patent holder to the Idand (Banks 1911:10). No record of Winthrop's response has been located (Banks
1911:10).

(continued)
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Thefirst white settler to live in the Vineyard Haven and West Chop areawas Francis Ussdlton, a resdent
of Edgartown, who took possesson on behdf of Layton and Talman about 1667. Mayhew brought and
won asuit againg Layton and Talman for their agent'stregpasing, and Ussdlton was evicted. He went
to Newport, Rhode Idand, where he gpparently got into similar trouble. Huzzdlton's Head in Tisbury
perpatuates hisname In Juneof 1667, as areward for their services, Mayhew divided Holmes Hole Neck
into Sx parts, reserving one share for himself and deeding five to the persons who removed Usdeton:
Richard Sarson, John Eddy, John Gee, and John and James Pees, (Banks 1911:11). None of the
shareholders settled on the land; in 1669 they sold their shares to anumber of different entitieswho in
tum pessd the land to new owners.

The town of Tisbury, incorporated July 8, 1671, included the present town of West Tisbury. 1n 1673,
Governor Mayhew annexed West Chop to the Town of Tisbury. Permanatt settlement of Holmes Hole
Neck begen the following year in 1674 when Issec Chasg, a 24-year-old widower, settled in the area
Issec Chese wias born in Hampton, N. H., on April 1, 1650. Possibly because of his Quaker religious
bdiefs, the townsmen initially refused him the right to settle, but eventualy allowed him aooess to the
relatively remote areaof thetown a West Chop. Chese bought additional parcels, becoming one ofthe
largest landowners on the Vineyard by 1700. |ssec Chase wiss a blacksmith, inn-holder, ferryman, and
Lieutenant. He held the first tavern license on the Vineyard, which was granted in March 26, 1677-8, to
kegp 'A Publike house' The houseweas located in Vineyard Haven, then Holmes Hole, near theferry
dodk for boats batween Falmouth and Tisbury (Banks 1911:53-70).

Chas=was followed in 1682 by Thomas West, who purchased 30 acres, and later more land, on the wet
dde of the lagoon towards Kuttashimmoo (now Tashmoo). Edward Cottledso settled in the Wes Chop
aeain 1695. Thesethree familieswere the only inhabitants of the areauntil about 1700 (Banks 1911:15;
MHC 1984:5). Issec Cheselater becamethe sole proprietor of West Chop, as shown on a 1725 mep of
Holmes Hole Neck indicating that the Chase family owned all of Holmes Hole neck from present-day
Vineyard Haven to the northtip of West Chop (Banks 1911:17). Chese dso owned property in the
Chickemmoo region. Upon his degth on May 19, 1727, his properties pessed to hiswidow and surviving
children Thomeas, |ssac, and Abraham.

The population of Marthas Vineyard and Holmes HoleA/Nineyard Haven village grew modestly
throughout the 18" and early 19* centuries, with an economy bessd on farmingand  fishing. By the late
18* century, aroad (now Main Street on Wes Chop) was built dong the eest shore of Wes Chop
northward from Main Street inVineyard Haven (MHC 1984:7). By the mid-19™ century, Marthas
Vineyard was famous for itswhaling captains who sailed all over the world. Although not large enough
to be home to whaling ships, the protected harbor a Vineyard Haven was abusy port in the 19* century.
During this period West Chop remained sparsdly settled, due in part to its remote location, and to the
sngle ownership by the Chasefamily, who ussd Wes Chop primarily as shegp padure.

(continued)
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The first significant construction event at West Chop was the erection of the West Chop Lighthouse (NR
1987) at the northeast edge of the peninsula, which was built in 1817, the same year that Vineyard Haven
was made a customs service sub-port (MHC 1984:8). Erosion at the exposed site caused the government
to move the lighthouse back from the cliffsin 1830, and again in 1846 (MHC 1984:9).

In 1856, the first telegraph cable between Cape Cod and Martha's Vineyard was constructed as a part of
their existing system by the Cape Cod Telegraph Co. between West Chop and Woods Hole in Falmouth
on Cape Cod. The laying of cable by the steamer Neptune and schooner William T. Conquest took
approximately two and one-half hours. Following an opening celebration inVineyard Haven, the cable
was used for about five years (Banks 1911:70-72).

The whalingindustry suffered major setbacks from Confederate attacks on shipping during the Civil War
and from the discovery of petroleum in 1859 (Anonymous 1971). However, Tisbury remained aviable
port for the Atlantic shipping industry duringthe 19* century, in part because of the marine railways in
Tisbury Harbor and boatyards a Lagoon Pond, which continued until the completion of the Cgpe Cod
Cana in 1914 (Anonymous 1971).

The early name of Holmes Hole was officially replaced by the town of Vineyard Haven in 1871. In 1839
Main Street to the West Chop Lighthouse was improved with a graded and shell-dressed surface. By
1891, when proliferation of large summer houses on West Chop began to obscure the West Chop
Lighthouse, a 17-foot mast with the light on top was added to the tower.

Martha's Vineyard Summer Resort

A number of factors fueled the emergence of Martha's Vineyard as one of New England's premier
summer resorts inthe late 19* century. Inresponse to the dreariness and drudgery of urban life and
factory work, Americans across the nation began to value leisure time and a healthy environment, seeking
and creating a wide range of recreational options. These destinations included urban parks and
greenways, rural and picturesque cemeteries, and mountainous, lakeside, and coastal resorts. Day
excursions, weekend trips, and summer vacations became popular concepts to be spent at places like
Newport, Rhode Island, Cape Cod, the Berkshires, or the North and South shores of Massachusetts, the
Maine coast, and the White Mountains of New Hampshire.

The outstanding natural beauty, picturesque villages, and invigorating air of Martha's Vineyard, located
just five miles off the south coast of Massachusetts, along with improvedrail and steamship travel, drew
thousands of visitors— the majority from New England towns and cities— radically changing the
economy and character of the Island (Rodgers 2002:10).

Methodist camp meetings were a key factor in the shaping of Martha's Vineyard's popularity as a
summer resort. Strong and consistent growth of Methodism on Martha's Vineyardbegan inthe 1820s

(continued)
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The first Methodist camp meeting on Martha's Vineyard was held a West Chop by "Reformation John
Adams' inthe summer of 1827. Approximately 150 participants from the Island, Cape Cod, Boston, and
New Bedford gathered in the woods near the West Chop Lighthouse for the month-long meeting (Banks
1911:31-53; Sanborn 1985:8). The first small Methodist church building was erected in Edgartownin
1828, followed by the larger "whaling church™ in 1844 (NR, outside district), and three additional
churches in Chilmark, Lambert's Cove, and Vineyard Haven inthe 1850s (extant) (Weiss 1987:22).

The mogt well-known and influential camp meeting on the Vineyard was the Wedeyan Grove Methodist
camp mesting founded in 1835 inthe East Chop area. Wesleyan Grove led directly to a planned summer
resort that was laid out in 1867 next to the then-famous camp meeting (Weiss 1987:xi). Both are now
known as Wedeyan Grove-Martha's Vineyard Camp Meeting Association (NR/NHL). Originally part of
Edgartown, these two developments, along with nearby Vineyard Highlands, had grown o rapidly and to
such an extent as amiddle-class family resort areaby 1880 that they separated and formed a new town.
Cottage City, which was renamed Oak Bluffsin 1907 (Weiss 1987:77).

The Martha's Vineyard camp meetings led to real estate booms and summer resort development on the
idand (Hough 1936). At the end of the 19* and beginning of the 20* centuries, visitorscameto stay for a
short time, or in some cases, particularly wealthy visitorswould purchase old farmhouses or build new
houses as their own seasonal residence. With the completion of the Cape Cod Canal in 1914, increased
numbers of yachts and pleasure boats replaced the dwindling commercial vesselsarriving at Vineyard
Haven harbor. The introduction of the automobile inthe early 20* century gave visitorsincreasing
autonomy inarranging travel plans to and from the Vineyard, and even on the island if their vehicle was
ferried across. (Anonymous 1971 -.12-15). By 1920, the summer population of Martha's Vineyard had
exploded to 25,000 people, in contrast to the winter population of 4,500 residents (Rodgers 2002:9).

At least one summer colony in Tisbury predates West Chop, and two formed slightly later. 1n about
1873, asmall colony of musicians concentrated in cottages around the hotel "Innisfail," overlooking the
Lagoon on the other side of town. However, a fire in 1902 destroyed most of the buildings, and the
colony did not recover from this loss. Another resort area started in 1892 inthe Makonikey Woodsin
West Tisbury. Although a fine hotel was erected, some cottage |ots were sold, and a dock was built for
steamers, due to inadequate transportation in the pre-automobile era, the project failed. The successof a
summer colony built at Bayside in 1900 with a small hotel surrounded by rental cottages was supported
by the construction of the adjacent Vineyard Haven Y acht Club (Hough 1936: 227-229, 232-245;
Anonymous 1971:75-76).

The West Chop Land Company

Attempts to promote summer resort development at West Chop began in 1872 with Thomas Bradley of
Vineyard Haven who advertised cottage lots at Cedar Bluff, west of the West Chop Lighthouse. Atthe

(continued)
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same time, an offshoot of the Osk Bluffs devdopment was laying infrastructurefor Wes Point Grove on
an adjacent tract of land. After a period of Sagnaion causad by the depresson of 1873, interest
resurfaced, and a syndicate that included Bogon investors formed the West Chop Land and Water
Company. This company built the first public water supply sysem on Marthas Vineyard a Tashmoo
Spring and Pond (Tisbury Waterworks, NR pending) (Hough 1936:231-232).

Charles C. Jackson, Siephen Minot Weld, and William Minot . of the Boston areawere the investors
who visted Marthas Vineyard in 1887, & the height of the summer resort boom, for duck hunting and
were informed of alarge parcd of land available for purchase and deveopment (Fuller and Cox 1990).
Stephen M. Weld (b. 1842) sarved in the Civil War, achieving the rank of Brigedier-Generd, and then
entered the wool and cotton textile busnesses (Anonymous 1967 Vol. X 1967:503-504). William Minot
J. (1849-1900) was alawyer with Minot & Bach, specidizingin taxation, red edate property
managemant, and trugeeship (Anonymous Vol. XX X111 1967: 37). Thesethree men edablished the Wes
Chop Land Company (Company) in 1888 and purchasad extensive land on West Chop including the
Cedar Bluff and Wes Point Grove parcds (Hough 1936:231-232).

J.H. Crowell and Charles E.C. Breck prepared a"Plan of the Cottege Lotsa Tashmoo - West Chop* for
the Company in 1888, which illugtrated its intentions for the entire area a the north end of West Chop,
including land within and outsde the Wes Chop Club Historic District. In kegping with the suburban
design aegthetic and the Romantic landscgpe movement of the late 19* century prevaent a the time, large
house lotswere laid out in aroughly diamond-shgped areaon meandering dreetsin the northem portion
of West Chop from Metacomet Avenue west to upper Quinsgamond Avenue. Narrow, winding roeds
were named after Indian tribes and personsof the Northeest (Algonguin, Massasoit, Iroquois, ec.).
Smdler lots on gently curved and gridded dreets filled the southem portion as far south as Cohesset
Street. A thin strip of bathing beach was identified dong the coadtline to the eest of the Teshmoo Wharf
(now the Big Pier). It gopearsthat the Wes Chop Land Compeny initidly tried to namethe area
Tashmoo, which isan adaptation of an Algonquin term Kuttashimmoo, or "at the great spring.” When the
West Chop Innwas completed in 1892, it was originally referred to as the Tashmoo Club (Fuller 1985).

The 18338 Crowell and Breck Plan shows the existing buildings as the Wes Chop Lighthouse on Main
Street and one resdence (916 Main Street) directly acrassthe dreet (Crowell and Breck 18388). Themgp
dsoidentifiesthe proposad dte for a hotel, dthough no building had actualy been congtructed.
Apparently, an observatory had bean planned for Wachussett Avenue, but was never condructed. The
beach line extended southerly beyond the Land Company's Wharf, which isinthe samelocation as the
current Little Fier (outsde the district). The 1888 plan clearly shows the Tashmoo Wharf, which is
located where the Big Pier is now located.

(continued)
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Following the tradition created by other planned summer communitiesfrom Maineto New Jersey, a
clubhouse was built and named The Cedars with rentable cottages nearby. The Company also
constructed bathhouses, aBig Pier, afreight house, and a tennis court (Fuller 1964). The freight house
and bathhouses were removed sometime inthe mid-20* century (Fuller and Cox 1964:56). The
Company hired a small steemer. The City of Portsmouth, to run between the Big Pier at West Chop and
Woods Holein Falmouth several times a day to meet trains. The Company was ready for busness in
1889, and &t that time began the sale of land for development. Inthis sameyear, a new road north from
Main Street (West Chop Avenue) was cleared and graded (MHC 1984:11).

The Company advertised "the new village of West Chop" summer residences as havinga "climatethat is
delightfully cool, and the air pure and soft." They marketed the area as having easy accessto Boston,
New York, and the West. "Cottage Lots," which ranged in size from 5,000 to 20,000 square feet, were
offered for sale at prices ranging from $200 to $2,000 per lot. A "complete system of water works'—the
Tisbury Water Works—had been introduced to the area. The Water Works, completed in 1880, are
extant, located south of West Chop on West Spring Street a the south edge of Tashmoo Lake. Interested
parties were directed to contact either Francis Pegbody Jr., alawyer a 54 Devonshire SL, or William B.
Owen, 23 Court &., in Boston for information regarding the lots.

The Company's records indicate that certain principles were to be followed in the construction and design
ofthe dwellings to ensure a harmonious and uniform architectural appearance of the development. The
grantor reserved the option of approving the exterior design of the residence before construction could
commence, and sanitary facilities and utilities forindoor plumbing and waste disposal were included in
the development program. Restrictive easements were placed on all buildingsthat were part of the West
Chop Land and Wharf Company development. They were as follows:

1. Thebuilding or buildings which shall beerected on theland hereby conveyed, shall not benearer to
the street than 20 feet.

2. Noshops to belocated onpremises or manufacturing, stables, thekeeping of pigs or privies.

3. Nofence more than 4 feet.

4. Nosdling or making of "any spirituous, intoxicating or malt liquors, or any other thing, thesale of
which isprohibited by law. "

5. Nohouse less than $2,000 will be erected.

6. All designs aresubject tothesdlers approval.

By June of 1890 seven new Shingle Style residences had been built along the bluff overlooking the north
shore & the tip of West Chop (outside the historicdistrict), along with The Cedars and The Casino
(Crowell 1890; Rodgers 2002:30, 31).

(continued)
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The Cedars a 187 Iroquois Avenue was constructed in 1889 for use as a hotel for visitors. The 1!

plan shows the proposed hotel (Iabeled "hotel site") to the northeast of where it was actually constructed.
The proposed building also had a much different footprint than constructed. By 1890, the building is
shown on the map at its current locationand isidentified as the "Cedars," named for the cedar trees found
through the area, many of which were planted after the constmction.

The earliest community members at West Chop came from nearby New England aress, particularly
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. Inits first summer. The Cedars was fully occupied by
Dr. John Homans and his family of six, Charles Jackson of Boston and his family of four, and Charles P.
Greenough of Boston and his family of four. Thesethree men, along with Ben Y oung, purchased the first
four lots on the bluff, and all but Y oung built houses by the summer of 1890. Following the construction
of homesinthe area, people continued to et their meals at The Cedars, fostering the area's sense of
community (Fuller 1964: [3-4]). According to the 1907 Tisbury directory, Arthur C. Clark served as the
proprietor ofthe Hotel Cedars inthat year. The building is identified as a"Summer Hotel" onthe 1914
Sanborn map.

A revised plan prepared by J.H. Crowell and Charles E.C. Breck for the West Chop Land Company in
June 1890 issimilar to the 1883 plan with additional planned development south of Algonquin Avenue
and between Quinsigamond Avenue and Main Street (extensions to Quinsigamond, Wachussett and
Iroguois avenues).

The Casino a 167 Iroquois Avenue was constructed in 1889 (Fuller 1964) by the West Chop Land
Company. The building is shown on the 1890 map as an L-shaped building on the same lot as The
Cedarsat 187 Iroquois Avenue. The Casino was constructed with a bowling alley, billiard room, and a
dance hall upstairs (Sanborn 1985).

The West Chop Inn at 162 Iroquois Avenue was constructed in 1892 as a project initiated by John Cobb,
a Trustee of the West Chop Land Company in an attempt to stabilize the finances of the West Chop Land
Company. Cobb, a Boston lawyer, was brought into help the Company (Anonymous 1895:338, Fuller
and Cox 1990:8). According to an article inthe Vineyard Gazette, the inn was occupied inthe summer of
1892 by the SeashoreNormal Institute. The article states that the building is"large and commodious"
and that "temporary quarters have been utilized by means of tents erected near the inn" (Fuller 1985:112).
The West Chop I1nn has been significantly expanded since itsoriginal construction, mostly through the
construction of large hip-roofed porches that flank the main block of the building on three sides.

By the tum ofthe century, the community aready included the two hotels (The Cedars and the West
Chop Inn), a post office, billiard hall, and bowling alley (at The Casino), agrocery store, boating, bathing,
fishing and tennis grounds (Sanborn 1985).

(continued)
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The West Chop Pogt Office & 155 Iroquois Avenue was congructed in 1900 to sarve the burgeoning
summer community as a ssesond generd ore and podt office.

Subdivison and devdopment of West Chop continued outdde the higoric digrict at thetum of the
ontury. Newe plansto the southees of the digrict propossd amaller laison amare grid like dret
pattem. The coadal pond located just south ofthe West Chop Light House wasfilledin somdime
betwemn 1830 and 1911 (Crowdl and Breck 1911).

The West Chop Land Trust

Although the Wes Chop summer community continued to thrive, the Land Company went bankrupt in
1911. The householders who owned the resdences around the community buildings formed the Wes
Chop Trugt in 1911, which purchasad the remaining lots of land as well as The Cedars, The Casino, the
West Chop Inn, the West Chop Post Office, the wharves, beaches tennis courts, and severd smaller
structures (Fuller 1964). The Wes Chop Trust was edtablished under a Desd of Trugt, which

empowered the trust to issue sock and purchese land (Fuller and Cox 1990). Thefirst Trustees were
Charles Whittier, Charles Morse, and Philip Sdtongdl (Fuller 1964).

About 1911 (besed on dated plans a the Club) the Cedars was expanded with a2y2 gtory wing from the
northeast corner of theoriginal building. Attached to this were two single-stoty ells in line with the two-
gory addition (Sanbom Map Company 1914). Attached to the et facade was asingle-gory wood-frame
ell conggting of a large rectangular shepeflankedto the south by asmdler L shegpe

Also visble on the 1914 Sanborn map isa building smilar in scale and location to The Cottage.
According to Club gaff, the outbuilding was moved to this location from its original Ste near the Big Pier
and converted to atod shed by the West Chop Tma about 1911 (Macouronne 2005). This building was
converted to a onebedroom cottage during the late 1990s building campaign and isreferred to as The

Cottage.

From the 1911 establishment of the West Chop Land Trust until presant, the three-member trust hes
managad the physica and monetary upkesp of the buildings, grounds, and other holdings of the Trusdt.
The Trugtees are d<0 regpongble for the staffing for upkesp of the properties. In 1932 the Trust hired
Adedaide Bangs as the Pogmidress for the seesond West Chop Pogt Office, which would be staffed by
the Bangs family until 1978 (Fuller and Cox 1990).

For appraximatdy 50 years, the Trudees quietly oversaw the managamant of the property. During the

1980s the Wes Chop Club was esablished asa private mamber ship organization, and adopted formal

bylawsin 1965. TheWes Chop Club rentsand operates the properties from the West Chop Tmg, which

gill owns thefivecore properties of the Wes Chop Club Higoric Didrict. Of these properties the tennis
(continued)
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courts, The Cedars, the West Chop Inn, The Casino, and the Pogt Office are all open for uinthe
summe months for thisthriving seesond community.  The property hes remained unchanged snce 1911,
except for the addition of the West Chop Soutli Beach, agift to the Trust in 1964 by Mrs. Bissdll and Mrs.
Fuller (Fuller and Cox 1990:28).

From the 1960s on, about 50-60 houses good in the West Chop areaaround the waterfront, focused on
the community center formed by The Cedars The West Chop Inn, The Casino, and the West Chop Pogt
Office (Fuller and Cox 1990:20). The permanant resdents of West Chop continued the pattern
etablished initialy in that mogt were from the New England areaand the Mid Atlantic. However, dueto
the increesed ess= of travel, particularly with automobiles and arplanes through the 20* century, resdents
camefrom as far as Ohio, Florida, Colorado, Hawaii, Tennessee, Canada, England, and Italy (Fuller and
Cox 1990:23).

During Memorid Day weekend in 1977 afire broke out in an eectrical pand in the northwest wing of
The Cedars. Through alarge-scde community effort, the core of the Cedars structure was saved ad
much of the building's contents were emptied and gored in neighboring garages The dls fromthe
northwest comer of the building and west wall were removed because of extendve fire damege, and The
Cedars returned to itstraditional rectangular form (Fuller and Cox 1990:80). Another large-scae effort
was undertaken, and the building reopened for aplanned wedding four weeks after the fire (Fuller and
Cox 1990:80). During the late 1990s a planned rehabilitation was undertaken that included the
converson of afour-bedroom two-bath goatment into atwo-bedroom, one-bath gpartment witha
kitchen. The building was dso completdly re-shesthed and given a new white cedar shingle roof

The West Chop Club presarvesthe continuity of gppearance and use of the "new village of Wext Chop"
today, the largest summer community in Tisbury. Numerous noted educators, musicians, journalists,
actors, and U.S. diplomats visited Wes Chop (Anonymous 1971:72). The Club isthe center of a vibrant
ummer community that hes engaged many families from the Northeast and other parts ofthe United
Satesfor gpproximately 140 years. Memoriesof swimming, tennis, games, dances, sailing, ad
camaraderie fill the recollections of West Chop resident families (Fuller and Cox 1990:84-98). Many
darted their association with West Chop saying a the Wes Chop Inn or The Cadino, or renfing a house,
and later buying property. The neighborhood around the West Chop Club Historic District continues to
be characterized by the late 19* and early 20* century summer houses that formed the privete resdentia
componant of the Wes Chop community from the early daysof theresort. This larger aeamay d<0 be
digible for incluson in the National Regiger following additional sudy in thefuture.

(continued)
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Ar chitectural Significance

The buildings in the West Chop Club Higtoric District comprise acohesive collection of community
buildings, sharing architectural materials, scale, masing, and styles. They dso reflect many ofthe same
architectural details and condruction materids as the residentia buildings of the immediately surrounding
Wes Chop areaoutside the Wes Chop Club Historic District. The magjority of summer community
buildings inthe Higtoric Digtrict were congructed in the Shingle Style from 1830 to 1910, credting an
impressive visual concentration that continues in the resdences outsde the district. Mostare 2/2- 3
dories in height; severd employ large gable roofs, others use a badc geble with facade gables and
dormers, occasiondly in double rows, most havefirst-floor porches, often adding second-gory porches
and decks(MHC 1984:12). Although scale, setting, and materids are consstent among the buildings,
individual variations in fenedration and massing create visua interest.

The Shingle Style found itswidest popularity in the northeastern United States between 1880 and 1900.
Thefirst examples were desgned by some of the more prominent architects ofthe late 19¢ century,
including Henry Hobson Richardson and the firm of McKim, Mead and White, as summer resdences for
wedthy clients. From this fashionable base, well publicized in contemporary architectural megazines the
syle oreed throughout the country. Shingle Style design drew heavily upon Queen Anne, Colonia
Revival, and Richardsonian Romanesque precedents. From the Quean Anne it borrowed wide porches
shingle surfaces, and asymmetrical forms. From the Colonia Reviva style came the often-used gambrd
roofs, dassca columns, and Pdladian windows. Later residentia additionsto the West Chop areawere
designed in the Colonial Revival style. Adgpted from the Richardsonian Romanesque was the emphied's
on irregular, sculpted shepes, Romanesgue arches and, in some examples, done lower gtories.

| dentifying features of the Shingle Style are irregular roof planes mog often broken by a series of

dormers, craoss-gable and cross-hip roof extendons, polygonal bays, unpainted wood shingle exterior
fabric, Paladian and double-hung saeh windows with multi-pane upper ssehes and sngle-pane lower
seehes and wide veranda porches. English Tudor architecture provided another romantic design aesthetic
with half timbering and multiple gables. 1t gopearsin one building in the district. The Colonid Reviva
syle was popular in the U.S. from the early 20* century to the present day. The term "Colonia Reviva"
refersto arebirth of interest in the early English and Dutch colonia housss of the Atlantic Seaboard.
During the first half of the 20* century. Colonial Reviva was the dominant style for American resdentia
architecture. Some of the identifying characteridtics of Colonial Reviva architecture include agable, hip,
or gambrd roof; an accentuated door, often with adassca surround; Smple entry porches supported by
dender columns, asymmetrical facade (dthough it is fairly common for the door to be set off-center);
double-hung saeh windows, usualy with multi-pane glazing in each sagh; and windows thet are
frequently paired.

(continued)
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Little isknown about the architects of the West Chop Club buildings. However, according to club
historians, severa buildingsmay be associated with Hugh Tallant (1870-1952), a prominent New Y ork
architect who was bom on Nantucket. Tallant attended Harvard University and the Ecole des Beaux Arts.
The firm Herts and Tallant designed the Brooklyn Academy of Music and severa leading Broadway
theaters. Tallant retired inthe 1930s and died in Savannah, Georgia (Anonymous 1952).

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Tisbury are poorly understood,
any surviving sites could be significant. Most known ancient sites inthe town are located in the Lagoon
Pond locale with lesser-known site frequencies inthe vicinity of Lake Tashmoo. While numerous sites
have been located in these areas, most are poorly documented with little information beyond locational
characteristics. Ancient sites in this area may contain information that helps understand how
environmental changes influenced population change and the nature of settlement through time.
Information may be present at sitesthat indicate the effects of sea level rise on pattems of settlement and
subsistence, especially a sites from earlier periods. Ancient Sites in the area may also contribute
information related to patterns of lithic procurement and production, possibly indicating the importance of
local raw materials and trade in the manufacture of specifictool types and changes intechnology through
time. Native stes inthe Tisbury locale, especiadly sites from later periods, may also contain information
that helps to understand how the four historic sachemships recognized during the historic period on
Martha's Vineyard evolved. Thisinformation might demonstrate unique characteristics associated with
each sachemship and socio/political group located at Chappaquiddick, Nunnepaug (Edgartown),
Takemmy (West Tisbury/Chilmark), and Aquinnah, or Gay Head. These characteristics could be
represented in ceramic types, lithics, or site types and distributions.

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to the
early settlement of Tisbury inthe 17* and 18* centuries and its development inthe late 19* century intoa
summer resort community. Archaeological resources may contribute important information that
documents the evolution of the town from a sparsaly settled community dependant on farming and the sea
to aclustered community based on recreation, rest, and relaxation. Structural evidence of residential
buildings, bams, outbuildings, and associated artifacts may contribute important architectural information
related to early architectural styles and the internal configuration of buildings on early farmsteads.
Structural evidence of buildings, their distribution, and detailed analysis of the contents of occupational-
related featuresmay also contribute important information that documents the relationship between
farming and maritime trades inthe town and on individual farmsteads. Archaeological resources may
contribute important information that supplements the written record available for the summer resort
community that developed inTisbury inthe late 19* century. Important information may exist that

(continued)
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documents the transition of the West Chop community and town of Tisbury from afarming and maritime-
besed settlement and economy to one basad on recreetion. Architecturd evidence and detailed andysis of
the contents of occupationd-related features associated with archaeologica dtes and extant Sructures
may contribute important evidence of the dhangesthat occurred in resort communities in the late 19¢ and
ealy 20* centuries. Architectural evidence and the contents of occupationd-related features may
contribute important socid and cultural information related to the inhabitants of summea homes and hotedl
facilities. The information described above may indicate how the socid and cultural characterigtics of
Tisbury's inhabitants have changed from early settlement to the development of aresort community.
Archaeologica resources may dso contribute important evidence on the changesthat occurred within the
town's long history as aresort community from the late 19* through the 20* century.

(end)
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10. Qengraphical Data
Acreage of Property ca 17 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 366100 4493380 3. 19 365920 4593180
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 366160 4593300 4, 19 366140 4593140
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

. See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namel/title Virginia Adams, Mark Rayburn, PAL, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 7007
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone fil 7-727-8470
city or town  Boston ,state  MA .Zip code Q2125

Additional Dnctimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request ofthe SHPO or FPO.)

name The West Chop Trust

street & number. P O Boy 1RS81 .telephone 508-893-1005

city or town Vineyard Haven state_IVIA_ .Zip code 02568
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References

5. 19 366060 4593010 6. 19 366060 4592920
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
7. 19 365920 4593000 8. 19 365900 4593120
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
9. 19 365840 4593380 10. 19 365460 4592880
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
11. 19 365420 4592920 12. 19 365780 4593220
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the West Chop Club Historic District are shown on the accompanying district
map and Assessor's Maps 1 and 29.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the West Chop Club Historic District are drawn to encompass the contiguous
property containing the club's buildingsand recregtiond facilities, the first and largest pier, and
the beach facing Vineyard Sound. This property formed the majority of the property acquired by
the West Chop Trust in 1911.

The boundary excludes other nearby non-contiguous Wes Chop Club property: beach property
on Vineyard Haven Harbor including the Middle Rier and Little Pier; and the inland ball field lot
a the intersection of Franklin Street and Algonquin Avenue. The neighborhood surrounding the
West Chop Club Historic District iscomprised of private resdences built by founders and
members of the West Chop Trust and the West Chop Club late nineteenth and early to mid
twentieth centuries. These properties would be eligible for inclusion in alarger historic district
a Weg Chop in the futurethat would encompass properties under multiple ownership.
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Historic District Boundary with Map Numbers
Source: Town Assessor's Maps 1and 29

(See Didtrict Data Sheet and Large-scale Version of Historic District Assessor's Maps)
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LIST OFPHOTOGRAPHS

West Chop Club Historic District

Tisbury, Dukes County, MA

Mark G. Rayburn

September, 2005

On File & PAL, 210 Lonsdde Avenue, Pawtucket, RI

(Note: These photographs were taken with a digital camera a high resolution and printed on
Epson Premium Glossy paper using Epson UltraChrome pigmented inks per the National Park
Sarvice March 2005 Photo Policy Expansion list of Acceptable Ink and Pgpar Combinationsfor
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Images).

Looking eedt from the West Chop Flagpole towards the Cedars.

Looking north towards the Cedars from Irogquois Avenue tennis courts.

Looking west from the Casino, towards the eest fabade of the Cedars.

Looking northeest from the Cedars, towards the cottage between the Cedars and the
Casino.

Looking eet on Iroquois Avenue towards the Casino, with the West Chop Pogt Office
in the background.

Looking northwest from the West Chop Inntowards the Casino.

Looking south from the Casino towards the north faade of the West Chop Inn.

Looking northeest towards the West Chop Innfrom the southern, modern, tennis courts.
Looking northwest from the intersection of Iroquois Avenue and Franklin Stregt
towards the West Chop Pog Office.

10. Looking west from the Cedars towards the West Chop Club flagpole.
11. Looking northeest from Big Fier (Main Street a the foot of Waronoco Avenue) along

the beach.

12. The BigPier (Main Street a the foot of Waronoco Avenue) looking west.
13. Historic tennis court, west of the West Chop 1nn, looking west.

(end)
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Source: Tisbury Assessor'sMaps 1and 29
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West Chop Club

1888 Crowell and Breck Plan of Cottage Lots a Tashmoo - West Chop
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West Chop Club
1890 Crowell and Breck Plan of Cottage Lots a West Chop
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West Chop Club

1883 Crowell and Breck Plan of Cottage Lots a Tashmoo - West Chop
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1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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Weg Chop Club

1931 Fot Flan of West Chop Showing Two Flots Beonging to W.S. Corkran, Millburn, NJ
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District Data Sheet
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The Cedars, 187 Iroquois Ave.
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The Commonwedth of Massachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwesdlth
Massachusetts Historical Commisson
August 21, 2007

Mr. J. Pau Loether, Chief

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Wegt Chop Club HD, Tisbury (Dukes), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg {/
National Regigter Director
M assachusatts Historical Commission

Endosure

o Virginia Adams PAL
West Chop Trutt
Chair, Tisbury Higtoricd Commision
Trigan Israd, Board of Sdedimen
L. Antony Resk, Rlanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. ug'ssc/mhc



